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ANNUAL  MEETING. 


Philadelphia,  January  21st,  1862. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Mercantile  Library 
Company  was  held  this  evening. 

Mr.  Charles  Rhoads  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  John  AIars- 
TON,  Jr.,  appointed  Secretary. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  of  the  Librarian, 
and  of  the  Treasurer,  were  read  and  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Watson,  they  were  referred  to  the  Board  of 
Managers,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  Annual  Meeting  to  attend  to 
the  legal  passage  of  certain  Amendments  to  the  Charter  of  the  Com- 
pany, reported  that  the  Amendments  desired  had  been  granted  in  due 
form  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  The  Report  of  the  Committee 
was  accepted,  and  the  Amendments  re-approved  by  the  Stockholders. 

The  Alterations  of  the  By-Laws  were  taken  up,  according  to  notice 
duly  given.  After  being  read,  considerable  discussion  ensued,  when, 
on  motion  of  Air.  Cox,  the  further  consideration  of  them  was  postponed 
until  the  first  Tuesday  of  February,  at  7J  o’clock,  p.  m.,  and  500  copies 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Air.  AIyer  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  be  requested  to  modify  their  rules  so 
that  a new  book,  which  is  a quarto,  may  be  kept  out  of  the  Library  2 weeks, 
an  octavo  If  weeks,  and  a duodecimo  1 week. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  February  4th,  1862. 

JOHN  MARSTON,  Jr., 

Secretary. 
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ADJOURNED  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


Philadelphia,  February  4,  1862. 

Tiie  adjourned  Annual  Meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  Company  was  held  this  evening,  Charles  Rhoads, 
Esq.,  in  the  chair. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read,  and  approved. 

The  consideration  of  the  By-Laws  was  then  resumed.  The  draft 
submitted  by  the  Board,  at  the  previous  meeting,  was  read  through, 
and  acted  on  by  sections.  After  being  amended,  in  several  particulars, 
they  were  adopted. 

The  following,  offered  by  Mr.  J.  D.  Watson,  was  adopted,  viz.: 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Management  be  requested  to  make  application 
to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  an  amendment  to  the  fifth  section  of  the 
Charter,  by  substituting  the  word  “annual”  for  “semi-annual.” 

The  gentlemen  named  below  were  appointed  to  act,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Secretary,  as  Tellers  of  the  Election,  to  be  held  on  the  18th 
inst.,  viz. : 

Isaac  Myer,  Jr.  Allen  C.  Durborow, 

Larkin  Pennell,  Joseph  Cooper. 

Several  amendments  to  the  Library  Rules,  offered  by  Mr.  Cox,  were 
referred  to  the  Managers  for  consideration. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  the  incoming  Board  of  Directors  be  requested  to  offer  the 
following  premiums  to  encourage  the  sale  of  stock,  viz.  : 

1st.  A Life  Membership  to  the  person  who  shall  sell  the  greatest  number 
of  Shares — not  less  than  twenty-five — during  the  current  year. 

2d.  One  Share  of  Stock  for  every  ten  Shares  sold  during  the  year  by  any 
one  person. 

Adjourned. 


JOHN  MARSTON,  Jr.,  Secretary. 


THIRTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  COMPANY 

OF  PHILADELPHIA, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1861. 


The  past  year,  so  eventful  in  the  history  of  our  country,  and  so 
disruptive  of  all  business  and  social  relations,  has  had  hut  little  effect 
upon  this  Institution  ; and  happily,  the  hold  we  have  acquired  upon 
the  people  of  Philadelphia,  has  preserved  our  finances  in  a compara- 
tively flourishing  state.  In  this  period  of  general  gloom  and  disaster, 
we  can  chronicle  a gratifying  condition  of  our  Library;  and  what  is 
of  hardly  less  importance,  is  the  fact  we  are  now  able  to  state,  that  all 
the  extensions  and  improvements  made  during  the  progressive  year  of 
1860,  expensive  and  extraordinary  as  they  were,  have  been  fully  sus- 
tained throughout  1861,  without  embarrassing  the  Treasury,  or  leaving 
us  in  debt,  notwithstanding  the  material  reduction  in  the  rents,  and  the 
diminution  of  sales  of  stock.  This  proves  that  the  enterprises  under- 
taken by  the  Board  were  healthy  and  well-timed,  and  that  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  the  people  will  always  sustain  improvements  of  a 
public  character. 

Our  rooms  have  been  unusually  frequented  by  shareholders  and 
subscribers,  who  use  all  the  facilities  to  the  utmost  extent.  The  news 
room  and  chess  tables  have  proved  greatly  successful,  and  have  en- 
hanced the  attractions  of  the  Institution  very  materially.  With  the 
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outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  our  supplies  of  Southern  papers  of  course 
ceased.  We  had  been  receiving  an  excellent  selection  of  them  regularly, 
and  they  were  much  sought  for  by  business  men.  In  other  respects 
the  supply  of  papers  has  not  diminished. 

In  consequence  of  the  peculiar  state  of  the  times,  the  book  publish- 
ing business  has  been  almost  stagnant,  so  that  we  have  not  been  able 
to  furnish  as  large  a variety  of  fresh  literature  as  usual.  Whatever 
has  been  issued  in  Europe  or  America,  worthy  of  patronage,  or  accessi- 
ble to  us  in  any  way,  we  have  obtained.  From  our  London  agency  we 
continue  to  receive  valuable  supplies  of  interesting  works  of  every  de- 
scription, and  in  this  respect  our  Library  is  at  least  as  well  furnished 
as  any  in  the  city. 

The  demand  for  more  space  for  books  on  the  main  floor  of  the  Li- 
brary, has  led  to  the  construction  of  a number  of  cases,  so  placed  as  to 
commence  the  system  of  alcoves,  in  vogue  in  most  large  institutions 
of  this  kind,  and  long  since  in  contemplation  by  the  Board.  The 
change  will  be  gradual  as  the  increasing  store  of  books  renders  it 
necessary. 

Many  of  the  members  of  the  A then  scum  and  of  this  Company, 
having  agitated  a proposition  to  unite  the  two,  in  order  thereby  to  ele- 
vate the  position,  increase  the  resources,  and  «oncentrate  the  public 
patronage  more  generally  upon  a single  Association,  a communication 
was  received  from  the  Managers  of  the  Athenaeum,  which  resulted  in  a 
proposition  to  give  each  shareholder  of  that  Institution  three  shares  in 
the  proposed  new  Company,  or  a life-membership.  The  matter  is  to  be 
acted  upon  by  the  shareholders  of  the  Athenaeum,  at  a meeting  to  be 
held  in  the  early  part  of  February.* 


*In  the  early  part  of  the  last  year,  a communication  was  received  from  a committee  of  the 
Athenaeum,  in  relation  to  a union  of  the  two  Institutions.  The  Directors  of  this  Company  ap- 
pointed a committee  to  meet  them,  and  after  several  interviews,  the  above  proposition  was  agreed 
to,  as  embodying  what  seemed  to  be  an  equitable  basis  of  union. 

The  reasons  for  proposing  to  give  to  the  members  of  the  Athenaeum  three  shares  of  stock  in 
the  new  Institution,  for  each  one  of  theirs,  were — 1st,  because  the  par  value  of  the  Athenaeum 
shares  is  $25,  and  ours  only  $10 — 2d,  they  have  only  350  or  400  members,  while  we  have  about 
2200;  and  the  property  of  the  two  Institutions  consists  of  two  buildings,  each  of  about  the  same 
value. 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Athenaeum  is  about  - 14,000 

“ “ “ “ “ Mercantile  Library  is  about  - 23,000 
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During  the  year  the  Board  has  been  compelled  by  the  large  acces- 
sion of  visitors,  and  the  increased  demands  upon  the  Library,  to  insist 
upon  the  strict  enforcement  of  the  By-Laws  and  Rules.  Without  dis- 
cipline, it  is  impossible  to  afford  to  twenty-seven  hundred  stockholders 
and  subscribers,  a fair  and  equal  chance  to  obtain  all  the  new  and 
valuable  books.  Those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  exceed  their 
privileges,  are  now  compelled  to  observe  regulations  which  benefit  the 
mass  in  preference  to  any  favored  few.  By  this  policy  we  have  added 
to  our  treasury  over  four  hundred  dollars  for  fines,  and  have  saved 
money  which  would  otherwise  have  necessarily  been  expended  for  du- 
plicate books  to  satisfy  a fictitious  demand. 

The  Board  have  long  known  that  many  valuable  books  have  been 
stolen  from  the  Library,  and  they,  together  with  the  Librarians,  have 
been  keeping  a watchful  eye  upon  the  property.  During  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  a bookseller  purchased  of  a person  whom  he  had  no  reason 
to  suspect,  quite  a number  of  law  and  other  valuable  works  belonging 
to  the  Institution,  but  on  looking  more  closely,  he  discovered  our  stamp 
and  immediately  made  the  fact  known  to  us.  A warrant  was  issued, 
and  the  party  arrested,  with  a number  of  our  books  under  his  arm. 
The  matter  was  pushed  to  a trial,  and  the  offender  punished  according 
to  law.  Immediately  the  Board  attempted  to  devise  some  means  by 
which  they  could  stop  these  depredations,  and  a plan  was  adopted  of 
stamping  each  book  upon  the  cover,  so  that  it  could  not  be  erased — thus 
rendering  the  work  comparatively  worthless,  either  in  a private  library 
or  for  sale,  unless  with  our  selling  stamp  upon  it.  The  measure  was 
considered  so  important,  that  a contract  was  at  once  entered  into  at  a 
very  low  price,  to  stamp  every  volume  in  the  Library,  as  well  as  those 
hereafter  to  be  added.  This  took  a great  deal  of  time  and  labor,  but  your 
Board  are  satisfied  that  it  will  repay  the  cost  and  trouble. 

Several  persons  have  been  detected  during  the  past  year  in  taking 
books  from  the  Library  without  being  registered ; and  we  recommend 
to  the  incoming  Board  to  repress  this  bad  practice,  which  so  nearly 
borders  on  larceny,  by  a strict  enforcement  of  the  Rules  of  the  Com- 
pany, by  forfeiting  the  share  of  the  offender,  and  prohibiting  his  en- 
trance into  the  Library  Building. 
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The  Board  have  had  under  consideration  a plan  for  establishing 
agencies  in  adjacent  towns,  such  as  West  Chester,  Burlington,  &c.,  to 
enable  their  residents,  at  an  advanced  rate  of  subscription,  to  use  the 
hooks  of  the  Library  without  being  compelled  to  come  hither  in  person 
for  them.  Some  correspondence  has  been  entered  into  on  the  subject, 
with  various  parties,  but  thus  far  without  any  definite  or  satisfactory 
result.  This  project  may  he  capable  of  a successful  development, 
which  would  add  largely  to  the  revenues  of  the  Library. 

The  condition  of  public  affairs  is  such  as  to  render  us  somewhat 
careful  about  attempting  any  enterprise  of  an  expensive  nature,  espe- 
cially as  a part  of  the  mortgage  upon  our  Building  has  recently  been 
called  in ; wre  were,  however,  fortunate  enough  to  procure  for  it  a new 
owner.  To  guard  against  unexpected  events  of  this  kind,  in  the  fu- 
ture, the  Board  have  deemed  it  prudent  to  establish  a sinking  fund, 
and  a commencement  has  been  made  by  investing  five  hundred  dollars 
in  the  U.  S.  loan,  at  7i30  interest. 

We  shall  still  watch  carefully  the  interests  of  the  Association,  and 
recommend  a continuance  of  this  policy  to  our  successors. 

T.  MORRIS  PEROT,  President. 

JOHN  MARSTON,  Jr.,  Secretary. 


Philadelphia,  Jan.  13,  1862. 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 


To  the  Directors  of  the 

Mercantile  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia : 


Gentlemen  : — I beg  leave  to  submit  tbe  following  report  on  the 
operations  of  the  department  of  the  Library,  under  my  superintendence 
for  the  year  just  closed. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  members  of  the  Company  has  been 
fifty-one  (51),  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  (188)  new  subscribers 
have  been  admitted  to  the  use  of  the  Library  and  Reading  Room,  as 
shown  in  the  following  table  : 


New  Shareholders  from  conversion  of  Building  Scrip,  - 5 

“ “ “ “ Life  Membership,  - - 3 

“ “ by  order  of  the  Board,  -----  2 

“ “ by  payment  of  $10,  -----  64 

Life  Member  by  payment  of  $30, - 1 

“ by  conversion  of  Building  Scrip,  - - - - 1 


From  which  should  be  deducted, 
Shares  forfeited, 

Life  Member,  deceased, 

Life  Membership,  converted, 


Total,  - - 76 

23 

1 

1 


Net  increase  of  Shareholders, 
No.  of  Shareholders,  December  31,  1860,  - - - 


51 

2165 


“ “ “ “ 1861, 2216 

New  Subscribers  received  in  1861,  ...  - 271 

Withdrawn  in  1861,  - --  --  --83 


Net  gain,  - - 188 

No.  of  Subscribers,  December  31,  1860,  ...  285 


“ 1861, 473 


Whole  No.  entitled  to  use  the  Library, 


2689 
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It  will  be  seen  by  the  above,  that  the  shares  of  twenty-three  mem- 
bers have  been  declared  forfeited  for  non-payment  of  the  annual  taxes, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  By-Laws. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  persons  entitled  in  their  own  names  to  the 
use  of  the  Library,  two  hundred  and  seventy  (270)  are  ladies,  viz : 
one  hundred  and  ninety-five  (195)  Shareholders,  and  seventy-five  (75) 
Subscribers. 

The  number  of  shares  transferred  during  the  year,  is  one  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  (158). 

The  books  added  to  the  Library  during  the  year,  number  eleven 
hundred  and  eighty-five  (1185)  volumes. 


By  Donation,  ... 

- 

- 

100 

volumes. 

Periodicals  bound, 

- 

- 

85 

it 

Purchased,  ... 

- 

- 

1000 

it 

Total, 

- 

- 

1185 

a 

The  additions  made  during  the  last 

year 

may 

be  classified  as  follows  : 

Science,  Arts  and  Law, 

- 

- 

236 

volumes. 

Belles  Lettres,  ... 

- 

- 

268 

U 

Prose  Fiction,  ... 

- 

- 

252 

it 

History,  .... 

- 

- 

150 

a 

Voyages  and  Travels, 

- 

- 

104 

it 

Biography, 

- 

- 

68 

a 

Religion,  ...  - 

- 

- 

54 

a 

Miscellaneous,  ... 

- 

- 

53 

a 

Total, 

- 

- 

1185 

a 

The  cost  of  the  books  purchased,  is 

fourteen  hundred  and  eighty-nine 

dollars  (§1489.00),  and  the  average  per  volume 

is  §1.49. 

The  amount  paid  for  books,  as  will  appear  by  the  Treasurer’s  report, 

is  in  excess  of  the  above  sum  by  five 

hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars 

(§572.42),  which  amount  has  been 

paid 

for 

books  bought,  but  not 

paid  for,  during  the  previous  year. 

The  whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  at  the  present  time,  is 
twenty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  (22,700). 

The  donations  to  the  Library  embrace  one  hundred  (100)  bound 
volumes,  and  sixty-five  (65)  pamphlets.  Among  the  more  valuable  of 
these,  is  a continuation  of  the  “ American  State  Papers , comprising 
Legislative  and  Executive  Documents  of  the  U.  S.  Congress  from  1789 
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to  1859,”  in  seventeen  folio  volumes.  These  were  presented  by  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  through  Hon.  E.  Joy  Morris.  Mr.  F. 
Leypoldt,  of  this  city,  has  presented  to  the  Library  a valuable  col- 
lection of  modern  French  and  German  books,  numbering  thirty-four 
volumes.  Particular  mention  should  be  made,  in  this  connection,  of  a 
very  fine  copy  of  “ Hondfs  Historia  Mundi,  or  Mercator’s  Atlas ; 
containing  Ms  Cosmographicall  description  of  the  Fabricke  and  Figure 
of  the  World,  with  new  Mappes  and  Tables’’  printed  at  London,  in 
1635,  in  folio,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  David  M.  Swarr,  Esq., 
of  this  city.  A list  of  the  books  presented  to  the  Library  during  the 
year,  is  appended  to  this  report. 

There  have  been  loaned  from  the  Library  for  home  perusal,  seventy- 
one  thousand  five  hundred  (71,500)  volumes — an  average  of  twenty-seven 
volumes  for  each  person  entitled  to  use  the  Library.  The  falling  off 
in  this  item,  as  compared  with  the  number  loaned  the  previous  year,  is 
to  be  attributed  to  the  following  causes  : 

1.  The  exciting  events  of  the  past  few  months,  which  have  diverted 

men’s  thoughts  from  hooks  and  study,  to  newspaper  reading. 

2.  The  breaking  up  of  business,  and  consequent  removal  of  mem- 

bers from  the  city. 

3.  The  adoption  of  the  new  Library  rules,  which  have  operated  to 

exclude  unauthorized  persons  from  the  use  of  the  hooks,  and 

to  retain  in  the  Library  books  not  actually  in  use. 

As  directed  by  the  Board  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  all  the  books 
in  the  Library  have  been  stamped  on  the  covers,  in  an  embossing  press, 
in  such  a manner  as  it  was  thought  would  prevent  their  being  stolen. 
The  cost  of  this  was  ninety-seven  dollars  ($97.81). 

The  largely  increased  use  of  the  hooks,  of  late,  has  rendered  it 
necessary  to  expend  a much  greater  sum  in  binding.  The  number  of 
volumes  hound  the  last  year,  is  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  two 
(1,302),  at  a cost  of  over  six  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  ($637.51), 
or  an  average  of  forty-nine  (49)  cents  per  volume. 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  Board,  all  the  books  are  now 
bound  in  half-Turkey  morocco,  and  in  a uniform  style. 

J 07IN  EDMANDS,  Librarian. 

Philadelphia,  January  1,  1862. 


APPENDIX 


DONATIONS  TO  THE  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  COMPANY 
OF  PHILADELPHIA,  IN  1861. 


J.  R.  Angney,  M.D. — Annual  Reports  of  the  Controllers  of  the  Public  Schools, 
from  1846  to  1858. 

J.  L.  Bishop. — Mayo’s  Political  Sketches  in  Washington. 

“ Thome  & Kimball’s  Emancipation  in  the  West  Indies. 

“ Statistics  of  Iron  Manufactures  in  Pennsylvania. 

“ Addresses  on  National  Industry. 

Board  of  Trade. — Report  of  Board  for  1860,  12  pamphlets. 

N.  I.  Bowditch,  Esq. — Suffolk  Surnames. 

W.  H.  Boyd. — Philadelphia  Business  Directory. 

D.  P.  Brown,  Esq. — 3 Forensic  Addresses. 

Buffalo  Young  Men’s  Association. — Quarter  Century  Celebration. 

“ Annual  Report. 

Prof.  C.  D.  Clf.veland. — Reports  of  the  Boston  Prison  Discipline  Society — 
1826-49. 

W.  T.  Coggesiiall. — Statistics  of  Ohio  for  1860. 

“ Report  on  State  Library. 

Department  of  the  Interior. — American  State  Papers.  17  vols.  folio. 

“ President’s  Message  to  Congress.  3 vols. 

Department  of  the  Navy. — U.  S.  Navy  Register  for  1861. 

Department  of  War. — Reports  on  the  War  in  Europe  in  1855-6. — By 
McClellan,  Delafield  and  Mordecai.  3 vols.  4to. 

Samuel  Dickson,  Esq. — Laws  of  Penn’a,  1861. 

“ Catalogue  of  Philadelphia  Law  Library. 

A.  I.  Fish,  Esq. — British  Almanac  and  Companion,  1859. 

Lieut.  W.  H.  Fry.— Maritime  Flags  of  all  Nations,  sheet  38  by  28  in.,  mounted. 
W.  Gilpin. — Central  Gold  Region  of  N.  America. 

W.  Hodgson. — Memoir  and  Letters  of  T.  B.  Gould. 

A.  Holland. — Monroe’s  Science  of  Chess. 

J.  Smith  Homans,  Esq.— 6 Reports  on  Insurance,  Banking  and  Commerce. 

J.  V.  Huntingdon. — Rosemary. 
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Hon.  W.  D.  Kelley. — Report  of  Surveys  and  Explorations  for  Railroad  to  the 
Pacific.  2 vols.  4to. 

“ President’s  Message  to  Congresg. 

“ Patent  Office  for  1859, 

“ Report  on  Commerce  and  Navigation. 

“ “ Finance. 

“ Report  of  Select  Committee  of  Five. 

“ Acts  of  1st  Session,  37 tli  Congress. 

R,  M.  Kenna,  Esq. — Proceedings  of  the  Missouri  State  Convention,  1861, 

2 vols. 

Miss  S.  P.  Langdon. — Apocryphal  New  Testament. 

“ Philosophy  of  Shakspeare’s  Plays,  by  Miss  Bacon. 

F.  Leypoldt. — Revue  Europ6enne.  6 vols.  8vo. 

“ Magasin  de  Libraire.  4 vols.  8vo. 

“ Collection  of  French  and  German  books.  24  vols. 

Chas.  H.  Marot. — Colwell’s  Ways  and  Means  of  Payment. 

J.  Marston,  Jr. — Lever’s  Day’s  Ride. 

Mercantile  Library  Association  of  N.  Y. — New  York  City  during  the 
American  Revolution. 

“ Annual  Report. 

E.  Neal,  M.  D. — Diet  for  the  Sick. 

Rev.  H.  S.  Osborn. — Plants  of  the  Holy  Land. 

Public  Library  of  Boston.— Index  to  the  Catalogue  of  Books  in  Library. 

“ Report  on  Public  Library. 

J.  G.  Rosengarten,  Esq. — Owen’s  Geological  Reeonnoissanee  in  Arkansas, 
Rev.  C.  W.  Shields. — Philosophia  Ultima. 

Smithsonian  Institution. — Contributions  to  Knowledge. 

S.  M.  Smucker. — Blue  Laws  of  Connecticut. 

David  M.  Swarr,  Esq. — Hondy’s  Mercator’s  Atlas.  Lond,  1635,  folio. 

J.  Thomas,  M.  D. — Abrege  de  Geographie  de  Balbi. 

W.  H.  Van  Ingen. — Goldsmith’s  England. 

Whiting  & Co. — Fowler’s  Insurance  Hand-book, 

“ Underwriters’  An.  Reg. 


Philadelphia,  December  31st,  18G1. 
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AN  ACT 


TO  INCORPORATE  THE 

Mercantile  Library  Company 

OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania , in  General  Assembly 
met , and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the 
Mercantile  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia  is  hereby  enacted  into  a 
body  politic  and  corporate,  in  deed  and  in  law,  by  the  name,  style,  and 
title  of  the  “ Mercantile  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia,”  and  by 
the  same  name  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  be  capable  of  suing 
and  being  sued,  to  have  a common  seal,  and  the  same  to  alter  or  renew 
at  pleasure,  and  shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  and  equity  to  take 
and  hold,  for  the  use  of  said  Company,  any  real  estate,  goods,  chattels, 
and  sum  or  sums  of  money,  by  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  will,  devise, 
or  bequest,  or  otherwise,  from  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever, 
capable  of  making  the  same,  and  the  same  to  grant,  bargain,  sell,  and 
a good  conveyance  make  for  the  use  of  the  said  Library,  and  generally 
to  do  all  and  singular  the  matters  and  things  which  may  be  lawful  and 
necessary  for  them  to  do  for  the  well-being  and  due  management  of  the 
affairs  thereof. 

Sect.  2 That  this  corporation  shall  consist  of  all  such  persons  as 
are  now  members,  or  shall  be  hereafter  admitted  as  such,  agreeably  to 
the  By-Laws  of  said  Company. 

Sect.  3.  The  affairs  of  said  Library  Company  shall  be  conducted 
by  a Board  of  Management,  which  shall  consist  of  a President,  Vice 
President,  Becording  Secretary,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
and  twelve  Directors,  (seven  members  of  which  Board  shall  form  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business,)  who  shall  be  chosen  annually, 
by  the  members  of  the  Company,  at  an  election  to  be  held  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  February,  of  each  and  every  year,  and  shall  continue  in 
office  for  one  year,  or  until  their  successors,  after  election,  may  organize 
and  take  office. 

Sect.  4.  That  in  case  of  death,  resignation,  or  any  other  event 
causing  a vacancy  in  the  office  of  any  member  of  said  Beard  of  Manage- 
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ment,  the  remaining  members  thereof  shall  have  power  to  fill  such 
vacancy,  until  the  occurrence  of  the  next  annual  election. 

Sect.  5.  That  the  funds  of  this  Company  shall  be  raised  by  the 
sale  of  stock  and  of  perpetual  and  life  memberships,  and  also  by  semi- 
annual dues  from  stockholders,  and  payments  by  subscribers,  and  other 
lawful  means,  and  shall  be  appropriated  by  the  Directors,  in  such 
manner  as  may  appear  to  them  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
Company. 

Sect.  6.  That  the  Company  shall  have  full  power,  at  any  general 
meeting  of  the  Stockholders,  to  make  such  By-Laws  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Company:  Provided  such 
By-Laws  are  not  repugnant  to  nor  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution 
and  Laws  of  this  State,  or  of  the  United  States. 

Sect.  7.  That  the  Directors  and  Treasurer,  at  present  in  office,  shall 
be  and  remain  so  until  the  second  Tuesday  in  January  next,  and  until 
their  successors  are  duly  organized. 

Sect.  8.  That  a general  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Com- 
pany shall  be  held  annually,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  January  in  each 
year,  at  which  the  Board  of  Management  shall  produce  a statement 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Institution  for  the  preceding  year,  and  such  other 
business  may  be  transacted  as  shall  relate  to  the  general  interests  of 
the  Company. 

JAMES  BOSS  SNOWDEN, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

JOHN  STEOHM, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate . 


Approved  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-two. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


Pennsylvania,  ss. 


Secretary’s  Office. 


I certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a true  copy  of  the  original 
act  on  file  in  this  office. 


Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  said  office  at  Harrisburg, 
the  twenty-sixth  day  of  August,  A.D.  1842. 


Amended  June  3,  1861. 


EDW.  W.  HUTTER, 
Deputy  Secretary  Commonwealth. 


BY-LAWS 


OP  THU 

MERCANTILE  LIBRARY  COMPANY 

OF  PHILADELPHIA, 

[Adopted  Febbcaey  4,  1862.] 


ARTICLE  I.— MEMBERS. 

1.  Any  person  over  fifteen  years  of  age,  if  approved  by  tbe  Board 
of  Management,  who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Company  ten 
dollars,  shall  be  a Stockholder,  and  entitled  to  one  Share  of  the  stock 
of  the  Company. 

2.  Every  Stockholder  shall  be  furnished  with  a certificate  of  each 
Share  of  stock  owned  by  him  under  the  seal  of  the  Company,  attested 
by  the  signature  of  the  President  and  Treasurer. 

3.  [Proposed.]  Each  Share  of  stock  shall  be  subject  to  an  annual 
tax  of  two  dollars,  payable  in  advance  at  the  Library,  on  the  first  day 
of  January  in  each  and  every  year. 

4.  The  stock  of  the  Company  shall  be  transferable  with  the  consent 
of  the  Board  of  Management,  on  surrender  of  the  original  certificate, 
and  the  payment  of  a transfer  fee  of  fifty  cents,  and  of  all  taxes  and 
fines. 

5.  If  the  tax  on  any  Share  of  stock  shall  remain  unpaid  for  twelve 
months,  it  shall  be  increased  twenty-five  per  cent.;  and  if  not  paid 
within  two  years,  said  Share  shall  be  liable  to  forfeiture ; but  the  for- 
feiture shall  be  no  bar  to  the  recovery  by  law  or  otherwise,  of  the 
arrearages  due  thereon. 

6.  Any  person  over  fifteen  years  of  age,  if  approved  by  the  Board,, 
who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  at  one  time;, 
shall  be  a Stockholder,  in  perpetuo,  free  of  further  charge.  The 
stock  of  such  members  shall  be  transferable  with  consent  of  the  Board,, 
and  convertible  into  five  shares  of  common  stock,  subject  to  like  pay- 
ments and  regulations  as  other  stock. 

7.  Any  person  over  fifteen  years  of  age,  if  approved  by  the  Board, 
who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  at  one  time, 
shall  be  a Stockholder  for  life , free  of  further  charge.  This  member- 
ship shall  not  be  transferable,  but  may  be  converted,  with  consent  o-l 
the  Board,  into  three  Shares  of  common  stock,  subject  to  like  payments 
and  regulations  as  other  stock. 

8.  No  person  shall  be  deemed  to  have  acquired,  or  be  permitted  to 
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exercise  any  rights  or  privileges  of  membership,  until  he  has  signed 
these  By-Laws,  and  an  obligation  to  conform  to  and  abide  by  all  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  lawfully  enacted  by  the  Company. 

ARTICLE  II.— BOARD  OF  MANAGEMENT. 

1.  The  Officers  of  this  Company  shall  be  a President,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Recording  Secretary,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and 
twelve  Directors,  who,  together,  shall  form  the  Board  of  Management. 
Seven  members  of  said  Board  shall  constitute  a quorum  for  the  trans- 
action of  business.  They  shall  continue  in  office  for  one  year,  or  until 
their  successors  after  election  may  organize  and  take  office. 

2.  Any  Stockholder  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  if  a resi- 
dent of  the  city,  shall  be  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Board  of 
Management ; but  if  any  member  shall  remove  from  the  city,  or  absent 
himself  from  the  meetings  of  the  Board  for  three  consecutive  months, 
without  good  cause,  he  shall  be  considered  as  having  resigned,  and  the 
vacancy  shall  be  as  soon  as  possible  filled  by  the  remaining  members  of 
the  Board,  by  election. 

3.  The  members  elect  of  the  Board  of  Management  shall  meet  on 
the  first  Thursday  after  the  election,  for  the  purpose  of  organization  and 
the  transaction  of  business. 

4.  The  Board  of  Management  shall  have  control  of  all  the  affairs 
and  property  of  the  Company,  and,  generally,  shall  do  and  perform  all 
acts  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  out  the  objects  and  intentions  of 
the  Company. 

5.  They  shall  appoint  a Librarian,  and  such  assistants  as  they  may 
deem  necessary,  removable  at  their  pleasure. 

6.  They  shall  adopt  rules  for  the  government  of  the  Library,  and 
have  the  power  to  forfeit  the  share,  and  expel  a member  or  subscriber 
for  violation  of  said  rules,  or  these  By-Laws,  and  for  improper  conduct. 

7.  They  shall  hold  stated  meetings  at  least  once  a month,  for  the 
transaction  of  business,  and  special  meetings  whenever  necessary. 

8.  They  shall  call  special  meetings  of  the  Company  whenever  they 
deem  it  necessary  ■ or  on  a written  request  for  such  meeting,  stating 
the  objects  therefor,  signed  by  twenty-five  Stockholders. 

9.  They  may  admit  persons  over  fifteen  years  of  age  to  the  use  of 
the  Library  and  Reading  Room,  upon  the  payment  of  four  dollars  a 
year,  in  advance.  And  they  may  also  authorize  the  Librarian  to  per- 
mit temporary  residents  to  use  the  Library  on  such  terms  as  may  be 
prescribed. 

10.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Company,  they  shall  lay  before 
the  Stockholders  a report  of  their  proceedings  for  the  year  past,  with  a 
statement  of  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Institution ; and  they 
shall  publish,  triennially,  a printed  list  of  the  names  of  the  Stock- 
holders and  subscribers,  to  be  appended  to  the  above  report. 

11.  No  one  of  those  composing  the  Board  of  Management  shall 
be  allowed  a salary  or  pecuniary  compensation  for  his  services. 
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ARTICLE  III— DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS, 

1.  The  President  shall  he  ex  officio  President  of  the  Board  of 
Management,  and  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Board,  and  shall 
perform  all  the  duties  usually  appertaining  to  the  office.  In  all  cases 
of  an  equal  division  of  members,  he  shall  give  the  casting  vote ; and  in 
all  elections  by  ballot,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 

2.  The  Vice  President,  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  shall  per- 
form the  duties  of  that  officer. 

3.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  keep  an  accurate  record,  in  sepa- 
rate books,  of  all  votes  and  transactions  of  the  Company,  and  of  the 
Board  of  Management.  He  shall  file  all  written  reports  that  are  made, 
and  give  notice,  to  all  persons  interested,  of  all  votes  of  the  Company 
and  of  the  Board.  He  shall  give  at  least  two  weeks  notice,  in  two  or 
more  daily  papers,  of  all  meetings  of  the  Company.  He  shall  be,  ex 
officio , one  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Election,  and  shall  attend  the  meeting 
of  the  Managers  elect,  and,  after  calling  the  meeting  to  order,  read  the 
report  of  the  Tellers.  In  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, he  shall  call  the  meetings  to  order.  He  shall  hand  over  to  his 
successor  in  office,  duly  chosen,  all  books,  papers,  and  other  property 
belonging  to  the  Company  in  his  possession. 

4.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspondence  of 
the  Company,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Board.  He  shall 
retain  copies  of  all  letters  sent,  and  file  all  that  are  received.  He 
shall  hand  over  to  his  successor  in  office,  duly  chosen,  all  books,  papers, 
and  other  property  belonging  to  the  Company  in  his  possession. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall,  before  entering  on  the  duties  of  his  office, 
give  such  security  as  the  Board  may  think  necessary  for  the  faithful 
execution  of  the  trust. 

He  shall  receive  all  taxes,  rents,  donations,  bequests,  and  other 
moneys  due  to  the  Company,  and  deposit  the  same  with  such  bank  or 
institution  of  trust  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Board ; and  he  shall 
be  the  legal  custodian  of  the  title  deeds  and  securities  belonging  to  the 
Company,  and  of  the  account  books  and  all  papers  and  documents  per- 
taining to  his  department. 

He  shall  pay  no  money  from  the  treasury,  except  on  bills  duly  ap- 
proved and  orders  drawn  by  the  Board. 

He  shall  keep  accurate  accounts  of  all  money  transactions  of  the 
Company,  and  his  books  and  papers  shall  at  all  times  be  subject  to 
inspection  by  the  Managers. 

At  each  stated  meeting  of  the  Managers,  he  shall  present  an  abstract 
of  his  accounts  for  the  month,  and  a statement  of  all  matters  within 
the  sphere  of  his  duties,  requiring  the  action  of  the  Board. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Company,  he  shall  submit  to  the 
Stockholders  a report,  embracing  an  abstract  of  his  accounts  for  the 
year,  and  a full  statement  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Company; 
and,  generally,  he  shall  do  and  perform  all  the  duties  which  usually 
appertain  to  the  office. 

He  shall  pay  over  to  his  successor  in  office,  duly  chosen  and  quali- 

2* 


22 


fied,  any  balance  of  cash  that  may  be  in  bis  hands,  and  deliver  up  to 
him  all  books,  papers,  and  other  property  belonging  to  the  Company 
in  his  possession. 

ARTICLE  IY.— ANNUAL  MEETING. 

1.  A general  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Company  shall  be 
held  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  January,  in  every  year,  to  receive  the 
reports  of  the  Managers  and  the  Treasurer,  and  to  transact  such  busi- 
ness as  may  properly  come  before  them. 

2.  At  this  meeting,  Nominations  shall  be  made  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

3.  A list  of  all  the  persons  nominated  for  the  several  offices  shall 
be  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Recording  Secretary,  and  placed 
in  the  Library  for  distribution,  at  least  two  weeks  before  the  Election. 

4.  Four  Tellers  shall  be  appointed  at  this  meeting,  who,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Recording  Secretary,  shall  conduct  the  election  for 
officers. 

5.  At  any  meeting  of  the  Company,  a stock  vote  shall  be  taken  on 
any  question,  on  the  call  of  fifteen  Stockholders. 

ARTICLE  V.— ELECTIONS. 

1.  There  shall  be  an  Election,  by  ballot,  for  officers  of  this  Company, 
on  the  third  Tuesday  of  February,  in  every  year. 

2.  The  Tellers  appointed  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Recording  Secretary,  shall  conduct  the  election,  and  shall 
keep  the  polls  open  for  the  reception  of  votes,  from  four  o’clock  till 
eight  o’clock,  r.M. 

3.  Immediately  on  the  closing  of  the  polls,  they  shall  proceed  to 
count  the  votes  in  the  room  where  the  election  has  been  held,  and 
announce  the  names  of  the  persons  elected;  and  the  Recording  Secre- 
tary shall  make  out  a list  of  all  the  votes  cast,  to  be  signed  by  the 
Tellers,  and  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  Managers  elect. 

4.  If  after  any  election  it  shall  appear  that  the  number  of  persons 
required  to  be  elected  as  Managers  has  not  been  elected,  by  reason  of 
two  or  more  persons  having  received  an  equal  number  of  votes,  the 
members  elect  of  the  Board  of  Management  shall,  at  their  first  meeting 
thereafter,  proceed  to  fill  the  vacancy  or  vacancies,  by  election  from  the 
persons  who  received  said  equal  number  of  votes. 

5.  Each  Share  of  stock  shall  entitle  the  owner  thereof  to  one  vote, 
provided  all  taxes  and  fines  incurred  previous  to  the  current  year  are 
paid.  In  every  case,  the  vote  to  be  polled  in  person, 

ARTICLE  VI.— AMENDMENTS. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  annual  meeting 
of  the  Company,  provided  that  a written  notice  of  the  proposed  altera- 
tions or  amendments  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Recording 
Secretary  and  posted  on  the  Bulletin  Board  at  the  Library,  one  month 
before  said  annual  meeting. 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

FOR  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE 

Library  and  Reading  Room. 


ARTICLE  I. 

The  Library  Rooms  stall  be  open  daily,  excepting  Sunday, 
New  Year’s  Day,  Fourth  of  July,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Christ- 
mas, from  9 o’clock,  a.m.,  until  10  o’clock,  p.m. 

The  Reading  Room  shall  be  opened  at  8 o’clock,  a.m.,  during 
November,  December,  January  and  February,  and  at  7 o’clock, 
A.  M.,  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  and  be  closed  at  10 
o’clock,  p.  M. 

ARTICLE  II. 

The  use  of  the  rooms  shall  be  restricted  to  the  owner  of  the 
Share,  the  person  bearing  the  ticket,  and  the  person  to  whom  a 
Stockholder  may,  by  written  order  filed  with  the  Librarian,  trans- 
fer his  right. 

A ticket  shall  annually  be  issued  to  each  member  upon  the 
payment  of  the  taxes,  and  no  other  person  can  obtain  a book, 
without  showing  the  ticket  to-  the  Librarian  or  Assistants. 


ARTICLE  III. 

No  one  shall  be  allowed  to  take  out  a book  more  than  once 
after  the  presentation  of  the  bill  for  taxes,  if  said  taxes  remain 
unpaid,  nor  if  any  fine  charged  against  him  shall  be  one  month 
unpaid. 

No  member  shall  be  permitted  to  use  the  Library  or  Reading 
Room,  until  he  has  signed  an  obligation  to  conform  to  the  rules 
of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  IY. 

No  person  purchasing  a Share  of  Stock,  (except  directly  from 
the  Company.)  shall  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, until  he  or  she  shall  have  presented  the  certificate  of  said 
Share  for  transfer. 
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Number  of 
volumes 
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of  books. 


Missing 
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Renewal 
of  books. 


Loaning 
new  books 


AETICLE  Y. 

The  Librarian  may  loan  on  each  share  and  subscription,  one 
volume  of  octavo  or  larger  size,  or  two  volumes  of  duodecimo 
size : provided,  that,  when  two  volumes  are  taken  out,  they  shall 
be  taken  out  at  the  same  time ; and  provided,  that  no  volume  ot 
a continuous  work  shall  be  given  out  with  the  whole  or  a part  of 
another  work. 

If  when  one  volume  is  out,  another  volume  or  two  volumes 
composing  one  work,  are  desired,  they  may  be  laid  aside  by  the 
Librarian  till  12  o’clock  the  next  day,  and  then  taken  out,  if  the 
volume  already  out  shall  have  been  returned.  But  no  book  shall 
be  so  laid  aside  if  it  is  not  in  the  Library  at  the  time  of  making 
the  application. 

Extra  volumes  may  be  taken,  on  payment,  in  advance,  of  ten 
cents  per  week  for  each  volume. 

New  Books  may  be  kept  from  the  Library  one  week  only; 
other  books  may  be  kept  two  weeks. 

AETICLE  VI- 

Any  member  who  shall  detain  any  book  from  the  Library 
beyond  the  period  specified  in  the  preceding  Article,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  to  the  Librarian,  for  the  use  of  the  Association,  ten 
cents  per  volume,  for  each  week  or  fraction  of  a week,  of  such 
detention. 

AETICLE  VII. 

If  any  member  shall  fail  to  return  a book,  within  two  weeks 
after  he  shall  have  been  notified  by  the  Librarian,  of  his  neglect, 
the  Librarian  shall  replace  the  volume  detained,  and  charge  the 
cost  thereof  against  the  Share  of  the  delinquent. 

AETICLE  VIII, 

New  Books  are  not  in  any  case  subject  to  renewal;  other  hooks 
may  be  renewed  once  only,  provided  they  have  not  been  kept  out 
more  than  two  weeks. 

AETICLE  IN. 

All  books  added  to  the  Library  shall  at  first  be  labelled  as 
“ New  Books,”  and  be  retained  on  the  shelves  for  the  inspection 
of  members,  for  one  week ; after  that  and  until  the  expiration  of 
two  months,  they  may  be  loaned  for  one  week  only.  But  the 
Purchasing  Committee  may  direct  that  books  for  which  there  is  a 
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very  pressing  demand  shall  be  considered  “ New  Books"  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  six  months. 

New  Books,  when  first  issued,  shall  he  given  out  on  Saturday, 
and  those  for  which  a written  application  shall  hive  been  made, 
shall  be  assigned  by  lot  to  the  applicants,  and  reserved  for  them 
during  that  day.  No  application  for  more  than  one  book,  by  one 
member,  shall  be  entertained.  Books  drawn  and  not  called  for 
on  Saturday,  will  be  restored  to  the  shelves. 

ARTICLE  X. 

No  book  shall  be  promised  or  reserved  for  any  member  by  the 
Librarian  or  Assistants,  except  in  compliance  with  the  provisions 
of  Articles  V.  and  IX. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

Unbound  periodicals  and  pamphlets  shall  not,  in  any  case,  be 
taken  from  the  Library.  Books  designated  by  the  Board  of 
Management,  as  works  of  reference,  shall  not  be  taken  from  the 
Library  without  special  permission  of  the  Book  Committee,  and 
on  leaving  with  the  Librarian  a deposit  in  money;  the  amount  to 
be  determined  by  said  Committee. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

Any  member  who  shall  take  any  book  from  the  Library,  with- 
out having  it  charged  in  the  Register,  shall  forfeit  his  Share  and 
his  right  to  the  use  of  the  Library. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

Any  member  who  shall  lose  or  injure  any  book,  shall  replace 
the  same  or  pay  an  equivalent  in  money;  and  if  the  book  lost  or 
injured  be  one  of  a set,  he  shall  replace  the  full  set,  and  there- 
upon may  receive  the  odd  volumes  as  his  property. 

ARTICLE  XIY. 

Those  not  members  wishing  to  examine  the  rooms  and  Library, 
will  be  admitted  for  that  purpose  by  registering  their  names  and 
residence  at  the  desk;  but  if  any  one  not  entitled  makes  habitual 
use  of  the  rooms,  a bill  for  the  amount  of  a year’s  subscription — 
namely,  four  dollars — shall  be  collected  from  such  person. 

Cards  can  be  obtained  at  the  desk,  by  means  of  which  a stock- 
holder may  introduce  any  non-resident,  by  entering  his  name  and 
residence  upon  the  card,  and  becoming  responsible  for  his  deport- 
ment, by  his  signature.  This  will  entitle  the  holder  to  the  use 
of  the  Reading  Rooms,  for  the  term  of  one  month.  But  should 
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any  Stockholder  thus  introduce  a resident,  his  stock  shall  be  for- 
feited by  the  Board  of  Management. 

These  cards  are  not,  under  any  circumstances,  transferable. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

Conversation  will  not  be  allowed,  except  in  a low  whisper. 
ARTICLE  XYI. 

No  person  shall  be  permitted  to  smoke  in  the  Library  Rooms,  or 
to  spit  on  the  floor. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

Members  are  forbidden  to  place  their  feet  on  the  chairs,  or 
against  the  book  cases  or  windows,  or  in  any  way  to  deface  the 
rooms  or  furniture. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 

Minors,  under  fifteen  years  of  age,  are  prohibited  from  visiting 
the  Library,  unless  accompanied  by  elder  members,  except  to 
obtain  or  return  a book  for  a member;  and  when  at  the  Library 
they  are  prohibited  from  handling  books,  papers,  or  periodicals. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

The  use  of  the  Chess  rooms  and  tables,  will  be  restricted  to 
Shareholders  and  Subscribers,  and  those  to  whom  the  use  of  a 
Share  may  have  been  regularly  transferred. 

ARTICLE  XX. 

The  chessmen  will  be  kept  at  the  Librarian’s  desk,  and  loaned 
only  to  those  having  a right  to  use  them. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 

Each  person  who  borrows  a set  of  chessmen  will  be  held  ac- 
countable for  its  return  to  the  desk,  and  will  be  charged  for  any 
loss  or  injury  to  the  pieces. 

[As  a number  of  members  have  made  themselves  personally 
responsible  for  the  loss  or  injury  of  chessmen,  they  will  he  left 
upon  the  tables  until  further  notice;  consequently  the  20th  and 
21st  Articles  are  suspended  for  the  present.] 

ARTICLE  XXII. 

The  Librarian  is  vested  by  the  Board  of  Management,  with 
the  sole  government  of  the  Library,  and  is  required  to  observe 
and  enforce  each  of  the  above  rules,  in  every  particular,  and 
without  any  exception. 


DUTIES  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


1.  The  Librarian  shall  have  the  custody  and  general  super- 
vision of  the  property  in  the  Library  Rooms,  and  the  administra- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  the  Library.  When  the  building  is  closed, 
the  key  shall  be  under  his  control. 

2.  He  shall  make  an  exact  record  of  all  books,  pamphlets,  and 
maps  received  into  the  Library. 

3.  He  shall  stamp,  classify,  and  number  the  books,  and  have 
them  at  all  times  properly  arranged  for  use,  and  also  keep  a full 
and  accurate  catalogue  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

4.  He  shall  keep  a record,  in  a book  appropriated  for  that  use, 
of  all  books,  pamphlets,  maps,  &c.,  presented  to  the  Library,  with 
the  names  of  the  donors,  make  suitable  acknowledgment  of  all 
such  donations,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Board. 

5.  He  shall  keep  an  accurate  account  of  all  books  loaned  to 
members  or  others,  noting  the  date  of  delivery  and  return,  and 
the  fines  which  may  be  incurred. 

6.  He  shall  collect  all  fines  incurred  for  undue  detention  or 
injury  of  books  or  papers,  and  account  for  the  same  to  the  Trea- 
surer as  often  as  required. 

7.  He  shall  report  to  the  Board  of  Management  the  names  of 
all  persons  who  may  refuse  to  pay  fines  incurred  by  them,  or  who 
grossly  or  persistently  violate  any  of  the  rules  prescribed  by  the 
Board. 


8.  He  shall  examine  the  account  of  each  member  as  often  as 
once  in  three  months,  to  ascertain  what  books  have  not  been  re- 
turned as  required,  and  shall  cause  these  to  be  procured. 

9.  He  shall  collect  the  annual  taxes  of  Shareholders  and  Sub- 
scribers, under  the  supervision  of  the  Treasurer,  and  account  for 
the  same  to  him  as  often  as  required. 
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10.  He  shall  keep  a correct  list,  in  separate  books  provided  for 
the  purpose,  of  the  names  of  the  Shareholders  and  Subscribers, 
and  make  an  accurate  record  of  all  payments  of  annual  taxes ; 
which  books  shall  at  all  times  be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the 
Treasurer,  or  members  of  the  Board. 

11.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Librarian  to  keep  the  rooms 
clean  and  well  ventilated,  and  in  good  order. 

12.  He  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  Board  may,  from 
time  to  time,  direct. 

13.  The  Assistant  Librarian  shall  perform  such  duties  as  the 
principal  Librarian  may  require  of  him,  and,  in  the  absence  of 
that  officer,  shall  have  the  charge  of  the  Library. 


LIST  OF  STOCKHOLDERS 


OF  TEE 

Mercantile  Library  Company 

OF  PHILADELPHIA; 

TOGETHER  WITH  A 

LIST  OF  SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 


PERPETUAL  MEMBERS. 


Ashbridge,  William 
Biddle,  Henry  J. 
Bowen,  William  E. 
Brown,  David  S. 
Brown,  John  A. 
Cope,  Thomas  P. 


Ashton,  A.  H. 

Atwood,  John  H. 
Atwood,  William  C. 
Baily,  Joshua  L. 
Barton,  Isaac 
Bowen,  Franklin  H. 
Brooke,  Stephen  H. 
Budd,  Henry 
Bu-seh,  Henry  E. 
Buseh,  Miers 
Butcher,  John 
Caldwell,  James  E, 
Carson,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Colwell,  Stephen 
Cope,  Caleb 
Cox,  James 
Coxe,  Charles  W. 
Cresson,  Charles  C. 
Cresson,  George  Y. 
Dillingham,  Joseph,  Ik 


Coxe,  Daniel  W. 

Davis,  Edward  M. 
Farnum,  John 
Grubb,  Joseph  C. 
Peabody,  James  H. 
Potter,  Alonzo 

LIFE  MEMBERS-. 

Dulles,  Joseph  H. 
Faussett,  Anna 
Freeman,  William  S. 
Hacker,  Charles 
Hacker,  Isaiah 
Hacker,  Lloyd  M. 
Ingersoll,  Joseph  R. 
Jeanes,  Joshua  T. 

Jones,  Isaac  C. 

Justice,  Philip  S. 

Lea,  Isaac 
McAlpin,  Daniel 
Maris,  John  M. 

Massey,  Charles 
Meredith,  William  M, 
Morris,  S.  Joy 
Morris,  AVarder 
Morton,  Samuel  C. 
Jlewbold,  Caleb 
Oakford,  Richard. 
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Remington,  Thomas  P. 
Stuart,  George  H. 
Symington,  Alexander 
Walsh,  Robert  F. 
Wendell,  Isaac  P. 
AYood,  Charles.  S. 


Park,  Roswell 
Patterson,  Joseph 
Perry,  AVilliam 
Phillips,  Henry  M. 
Potts,  Emily 
Price,  Richard 
Purves,  AVilliam 
Randolph,  Edward  T. 
Ripka,  Andrew 
Schaffer,  AVilliam  L. 
Schaffer,  AVilliam  L.,  Jr. 
Slade,  Alfred 
Starr,  Isaac 
Taylor,  George  AV. 
Tucker,  AArilliam  E. 
AVells,  William  L. 
AVilliams,  Henry  J. 
AVistar,  Billwyn 
Afeaton,  AArilliam  H. 
ASoung,  Mary  C, 
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Abbey,  Charles 
Abbey,  Charles  0. 
Abbey,  George  P. 
Abbey,  AVilliam  R. 
Abbott,  Charles  H. 
Abbott,  Edward 
Abbott,  Francis 
Abbott,  George 
Abbott,  J.  Henry 
Abbott,  Mary 
Abbott,  Win.  Stevenson 
Abel,  Sallie 
Adams,  Charle3  R, 
Adams,  George 
Adams,  Henry  S. 
Adams,  Samuel 
Adams,  Thomas 
Adamson,  Alan  C. 
Addicks,  John  E. 
Albert,  Luther  E. 
Alday,  Edward 
Allen,  Elizabeth  P. 
Allen,  Emma  H. 

Allen,  George  N. 

Allen,  John  C. 

Allen,  Josiah  J. 

Allen,  Mary  Ann 
Allen,  Thomas  M. 

Allen,  William  R, 
Alrich,  George 
Alsop,  E.  B. 

Altemus,  J.  B. 

Alvord,  James  B. 

Amer.  Fire  Ins.  Co. 
Anderson,  E.  J. 
Andrews,  Benjamin  J. 
Andrews,  Edward 
Andrews,  John  R. 
Angney,  Isabella  S. 
Anspach,  William  J. 
Antelo,  Anthony  J. 
Apple,  T.  M. 

Ard,  Joseph  B. 

Ardley,  Alexander 
Armstrong,  Charles  E. 
Armstrong-,  Edward 
Armstrong,  William  S. 
Ash,  Ellen  M. 

Ash,  H.  St.  Clair 
Ash,  Joshua  P* 

Ash,  Samuel 
Ashburner,  Mrs.  S.  B. 
Ashmead,  George  L. 
Ashmead,  John  E. 
Ashmead,  Thomas  E. 
Ashton,  Daniel  R. 
Ashton,  George  H. 
Aehton  John 
Ashton,  John,  Jr* 


STOCKHOLDERS. 

Ashton,  Samuel  K. 

Asson,  William  T. 
Atkinson,  Henry  P. 
Atkinson,  William  P. 
Atlee,  Edith  W. 

Atlee,  Edwin  A. 

Atwood,  John  M. 
Audenried,  Lewis 
Auner,  Theodore 
Austie,  Henry 
Austin,  Eliza 
Axford,  E.  J. 

Axford,  Joseph  W. 

Babbitt,  Charles  C. 
Bacon,  Charles  L. 

Bacon,  Edward 
Bacon,  Josiah 
Bacon,  Richard  AV, 
Bacon,  Thomas  E. 

Baggs,  Theo.  G. 

Bailey,  Fannie  II. 

Bailey,  Joseph  T. 

Bailey,  Marwood  H. 
Bailey  & Co. 

Baily,  Joel  J. 

Baird,  Edward  C. 

Baker,  Isaac  F. 

Baker,  L.  C. 

Baker,  William  S. 
Baldwin,  Ellen  N. 
Baldwin  Thomas 
Bancroft  Esther 
Bancroft,  James  R. 
Bancroft,  Mary  S. 

Banes,  Charles  H. 

Banks,  Harry  H. 

Barber,  George  C. 
Barclay,  James  J. 
Barcroft,  Stacy  B. 
Barger,  Thomas  J. 

Bargh,  AVilliam 
Barker,  Abr’m 
Barker,  Susan  R. 

Barnes,  Rufus  L. 
Barnwell,  James  G. 
Barratt,  Alfred 
Barratt,  Isaac  M. 
Bartlett,  Edward  M. 
Bartol,  B.  H. 

Barton,  J.  Harvey 
Barton,  AVilliam 
Bateman,  James 
Bates,  J.  William 
Bates,  J. 

Baugh,  Louis  D. 

Baugh,  Samuel 
Baxter,  Harry  F. 

Beans,  Enoch  H. 


Beans,  Thomas  J. 

Beck,  Samuel 
Beesley,  Bartholomew  AV. 
Bell,  John 
Benkert,  AVilliam  J. 
Bennett,  Alfred 
Bennett,  Henry  K. 
Bennett,  Joseph  M. 
Bennett,  Thomas  A. 
Benson,  Alexander,  Jr. 
Benton,  Albert,  Jr. 
Beresford,  Robert 
Berg,  Hart  E. 

Berg,  Joseph  L. 
Berghauser,  Henry 
Berghauser,  AVilliam 
Bernadou,  George  W. 
Bernheim,  M. 

Berry,  John  C. 

Berry,  William  II. 
Besson,  Charles  A. 
Beyer,  Richard  A. 
Bicking,  George  H. 
Biddle,  Caldwell  K, 
Biddle,  Clement  M. 
Biddle,  Henry  D. 

Biddle,  John 
Biddle,  Robert 
Biddle,  AVilliam 
Biddle,  William  C. 

Bines,  Samuel  M. 
Bingham,  John 
Bioren,  Charles  H. 
Birgfeldt,  Adolph 
Birks,  John 
Birnbaum,  A.  F. 

Birney,  David  B. 
Bispham,  George  T. 
Bispham,  John  S. 
Bispham,  Samuel  A. 
Bitner,  Matthias 
Black,  James 
Black,  Martha  E. 

Black,  Robert  T. 

Black,  Thompson 
Blair,  Henry  C. 
Blakemore,  Thomas  F. 
Blanchard,  Henry  B. 
Blanchard,  AVilliam 
Blight,  George 
Blodget,  Lorin 
Bloodgood,  AVilliam  B. 
Blumner,  Henry  C.  Jr. 
Bockius,  Charles  R. 
Bodin,  Edward  L. 
Bodine,  Samuel  T. 
Boggs,  Carrie  A. 

Boggs,  Charles 
Boldin,  George 
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Bolton,  Clifton 
Bolton,  Gideon  S 
Bolton,  Samuel 
Bomgardner,  J.  G. 
Bonnaffon,  Albert  L. 
Bonnell,  George  B. 
Bonsall,  Edward  H. 
Bonsall,  Joseph  H. 
Bonsall,  William  R. 
Boone,  Mary  E. 

Boyd,  Charles  S. 

Boyd,  David,  Jr. 

Boyd,  Elizabeth 
Boyd,  Elizabeth  A. 
Boyd,  George  J. 

Boyd,  Thomas  C. 
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